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Avertissement 

 
This book may make a democratic plumber’s head go supernova. However, hats 

off to people who realize opposites like dark and bright are needed in almost 

everything, even in politics. Nobody should dispute that comedy, the opposite of 

gravity, is desperately needed in tough times. This book is dedicated to those 

people liberal or conservative in thought and those needing a laugh. 

 

If parts of this book make a curious reader mad, that is too bad. The reader was 

warned in the first sentence. There are people who cannot stand a viewpoint 

contrary to their own. They show their grief every time toilet paper is dispensed 

over the roll. Democratic plumbers are sure of their veracity and always will be. 

Some may think comedic writers like to be wide of the mark. It is funnier that way. 

 

If this book is printed out on physical sheets of paper, those pages can be used to 

line a bird cage. Birds like something to read when they are on their throne of 

thought too. Do birds end up in prison because they had bad thoughts? Hopefully, 

those thoughts do not lead to a Polonian prison in Ottawa (or a Genoese prison in 

Marco Polo’s case). 
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Preface 

 

This is the ultimate travel book. It is the fictional story of Sam O’Shea. He grew up 

in a benign dictatorship, not like any autocracy anywhere or anytime. His land was 

newly uncharted and unfound (nuu). It was the opposite of a newfound land. It was 

completely isolated from the outside world. Nuu is a homonym and yet a synonym 

of new. 

 

The speed at which the human race travels through the Milky Way2 (many 

kilometres a second) is very much faster than a walk (a few kilometres an hour), so 

for simplicity’s sake, people travel through the ether at a run. They are all runners 

even sitting on a couch. 

 

No matter what, each person runs through a remarkably similar path cut through the 

Milky Way, but it is the precise journey, with all its perturbations, that makes the 

passage an individual experience. This book involves travel that is a journey of 

runners together, apart, and then back together again. 

 

Specifically, and first, the life journey and the realizations made by the main 

character Sam O’Shea are recounted. His reality is defined by what he is told through 

education and journalism which surprisingly is not always the truth. He finds himself 

in a nightmarish country ruled by a dictator, supposedly benevolent, where 

companies run wild, and unions are banned. What kind of fresh hell is that? 

 

In a dictatorship, what often happens is that people line up for food and toilet paper 

like in the Soviet Union or Stan Soviétique of the past. The ult wipe or the ruling 

class, however, have unfettered access. The masses are then thought of in terms of 

how they dispense toilet paper. There are the overs and the unders. Sam’s world is 

different. Everybody has equal opportunity, and there are very few politicians, no 

lawyers, and no class system in the conventional sense. The class system has a 

different meaning. It is the schooling system, and it leads to success. 

 

Second, the actual physical journey that Sam O’Shea makes through the Milky Way 

is described. Sam O’Shea is a nuu runner because he travels first through the Golden 

journals found buried mysteriously in his basement. He then travels with the aid of 

mental illness, and finally, he uses conventional means of travel. 

 

Here is the story of Sam O’Shea, a new traveller and a nuu runner... 
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1.   The Nuu Order 
 

 

There was a time of massive upheaval that brought life on Earth to the brink of 

extinction. A comet strike could not have been any deadlier. Up until that time, the 

runners, the dominant force, had used the Earth to suit their every desire. These were 

only ordinary desires, but they spiralled out of control resulting in the use of nuclear 

weapons, man’s equivalent to a comet strike. These weapons carried by sk52s, 

stealth kites, unleashed a force that ultimately would spiral everything back into a 

primordial soup that the runners could not survive. 

 

Was this a herald, sounding the changing of the guard, last heard when the dinosaurs 

left this Earth, to be news fallen on dead ears? Now, what could step into this void? 

What species would make the next ascent? However, any new ascent would have to 

wait because one area remained intact. 

 

This was the Gaul of the troubled times known as the US, the Utopian Society. It 

was also known as the Confederated Union, the CU, and was ruled by a leader known 

as the Benevolent One or the BO. The subjects were the fortunate runners and found 

themselves stuck in the middle of a big empty known as the miserable terrain, the 

mt or the empty. 

 

The nuu order stood testament that good still could come out of nothing. Life could 

not only survive surrounded by inhospitable places, but it could flourish and be free 

and happy. Sam O’Shea won the birth lottery. He was fortunate to have been born 

after the troubled times and even more fortunate to have the rhymes of the cradle 

(roc). These rhymes gave the runners something to say when, in their place, the 

wrong thing could have been thought or said. 

 

A rhyme that was sung, even in the key of off, was a roc musing or roc sonics which 

eventually became known as rock music. Sam liked one rhyme in particular which 

he often repeated to himself. 

 

He did not understand its meaning, but that was no different from most old poetry, 

also known as rocetry, which was verse that changed from alliterative to rhyming as 

far back as the Battle of Hastings in 1066. The creation of the CU was just as 

transformative as the Norman invasion of England. 
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It was not until Elton John sung Rocket Man3 in 1972 that people recognized that 

rocetry and poetry were the same. Regardless, Sam knew that it stood as a reminder 

that he was in a fortunate state, the CU. He often recited it aloud. He said it 

deliberately and slowly. 

  

The CU sounds or the CUs words echoed in his ears. 

 

 In a world that has gone mad, 

 There was no time to be sad. 

 You did what you had to do. 

 If you were caught, you’d be through 

 when you find that you are through. 

 Running, you will get what’s your due. 

 

The Benevolent One, to bring order to madness, was benevolent to those who did 

the right thing. However, he was also benevolent to those who erred, making their 

end swift. The Benevolent One had reimagined law enforcement, sanity, and 

happiness so that even a runner who did not know what he wanted could get what 

he should have wanted living in the CU in the year 2032. 
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End Notes 
 
2 Siegel, Ethan, How Fast Does Earth Move Through the Universe? Forbes, April 

1, 2016, 11:24am EDT, Retrieved August 4, 2020 from 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/04/01/how-fast-does-earth-

move-through-the-universe/#5ab9ebf4d5ca 

 
3 Elton John, Bernie Taupin (Songwriters), Gus Dudgeon (Producer), Rocket Man 

sung by Elton John, Honky Château (Studio Album), Uni (US), DJM (UK), 1972. 
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