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Preface 
 
 
 
Enter the far reaches of the South American continent, a desolate place full of 
wonder and stunning natural beauty. It was the world of Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid, an escape, a faraway place, full of glaciers, mountain peaks and 
penguins.  
 
The main character, Albie Fine, would not want to discourage anyone from going to 
Patagonia because of a lack of Spanish. It did not stop him from having a great 
peregrination, and for some reason, it made him read the “P” section of the 
dictionary. Perhaps the reason was the alliterative title. 
 
In the following Patagonia Papers, Albie recounts his journey through Southern 
Chile and Southern Argentina. A story about an epic journey would likely attract 
more readers, but the word epic is missing because Albie is not heroic. He was out 
to prove that anybody could travel. 
 
Albie woke up one morning and looked out over Eastern Montréal from his twelfth-
floor apartment. No, it was not the second floor. In the elevator, when he was asked 
which floor he wanted, his douzième apparently sounded like deuxième and the 
person pressed two. Is Albie a person who should travel where English is not 
spoken? 
 
Not only that, Albie lived on the floor directly below the fourteenth floor. The 
building did not have a thirteenth floor except it really was the twelfth floor. Should 
a person, living on the thirteenth floor, travel? 
 
Or was the floor directly above the twelfth floor really the thirteenth floor? Could 
the designer of the building be afraid of the number thirteen, or was he just unable 
to count? Albie often laid awake at night wondering about these conundrums. It was 
time to get away. 
 
As Albie looked out over the Big Owe (Olympic stadium) and the sunrise, he 
scratched his head. Not only did he want to get away, but he also wanted to write a 
book that was a story and a guide at the same time. It would be an impetus for travel. 
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If the title Patagonia Papers has a familiar ring, that is no coincidence. Pickwick 
Papers by Chuck Dickens is a favourite of Albie. It is the most upbeat Dickensian 
novel he has read. Samuel Pickwick ends up in a debtors’ prison in London. 
However, he has a servant and throws a party, so it is still upbeat. Albie does not 
recommend this novel for the bus because the reader will laugh out loud, and his 
sanity may be questioned. Unless a cell phone can be held to his ear while he reads, 
he had better save the book for home. 
 
Dickens released his books serially. In that spirit, this book is loosely based on the 
e-mail transmissions that Albie Fine made during his journey in Patagonia. E-mail 
was new to Albie Fine, and Facebook was not yet available. 
 
Well, it was so new that Albie sent his first transmission into outer space. At least 
the pigs in space or even Jim Henson1 will have something to read. Well, maybe not 
... Albie forgot that those ungulates of the family Suidea can only read pig Latin. 
Perhaps Albie could learn some in Latin America? 
 
Well, look at that. The second version is already that much better than the lost 
transmission. That should be evident from the opening joke alone. Either a joke of 
his is good, or he is told to get lost. Albie has no problem either way. 
 
However, Albie thought it was not accidental that the first e-mail he sent got lost 
because the penguin conspiracy is huge. It likely involves watched e-mail 
transmissions at the very least. Is it true that paranoia is just a natural reaction to a 
conspiracy world? In spite of lost (or stolen) transmissions, Albie will eventually 
proselytize the reader to an awareness of the deception. 
 
Albie wrote his story of Patagonia over several transmissions. That way if the 
penguins get one, Albie did not have much to rewrite. His stories were in English, 
but his thoughts were in Spanish. 
 
Warning (Advertencia): This Patagonia guidebook/storybook has silly bits which 
will hopefully make the reader laugh out loud. 
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1.   Meet Albie Fine 
 
 
 
“Go far away, and when you come back, you will appreciate what you have.” That’s 
what Albie Fine had been told. He remembered the phrase but had forgotten where 
he had heard the phrase or even where he had to go. That was not so important, yet 
the phrase is no secret to any traveller. 
 
Albie Fine is the hero of this story, but he is not heroic. Albie did not even want to 
be heroic. Heroism was for stories, mythology, the military, or the stars of the screen. 
However, people want heroism. That is why they read books and go to the movies. 
 
This is real life, so it tends to be boring. Albie Fine, for that purpose, traveled to 
escape his day to day routine. Albie Fine was not normal, but he tried to be. The 
more he tried, the more he seemed abnormal. The more he stuck out. That is not 
heroic, just different. 
 
In grade school, Albie looked up to his teachers and did what he was told. He, in 
actual fact, did what he was told very well. He was a math whiz who read books and 
wrote stories. Clearly, he was cut out for university and continued to do what he was 
told. 
 
In university, there were not a lot of Math majors with a minor in Literature and in 
Biology. Therefore, he went into Engineering (logical choice?), and did what he was 
told really well. He looked up to his professors, and they told him he needed more 
university. Five years prepared him for a Masters’ degree. School seems to prepare 
a student for more school. 
 
As an engineer sitting at a desk, he was tired of being normal. He lived in Montréal, 
a beautiful city in which to live and to explore. He did what he was told. He did it 
well. He still wanted something better. He did what he was told even when he was 
told to get lost. Perhaps, it was time to get lost very well, but where? 
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2.   ¿Where to Go? 
 

 
Albie did not want to go to a spot full of pampered tourists. He wanted to go where 
the adventuresome tourists went. He wanted to live out of a backpack not a suitcase. 
He also desired to be immersed in a foreign language and not rely on English. 
 
It made sense to go somewhere French because Albie had studied French for many 
years and even put his years of study into practice in Montréal. However, when he 
spoke French in Montréal, the listener often switched to English. As a result, he had 
to go somewhere French where a switch was unlikely to be made. 
 
The French parts of the Americas are Québec, French Guyana, Guadeloupe, Haïti 
and Martinique. The reference2 used for this section seemed to forget about Acadia 
and Louisiana. Regardless, all of these are either not off the beaten path or too 
confined. 
 
There are many French speaking countries in Africa, and Albie had already been to 
one of them. Morocco was a nice place to visit once. Albie had taken the ferry from 
Spain (Algeciras) to Tangiers and the bus to Fes. The smell of sewage in the streets 
of Tangiers remains strong in his memory. 
 
He knew that if he went back to Morocco, he would be pestered until he took a guide. 
He then would be taken to shops where the guide could get a commission. Albie had 
to be on his own, and his health had to be less at risk. Nevertheless, a tourist can 
safely travel to Morocco, say Casablanca, by staying at ritzy hotels, but that is for 
someone with a suitcase not a backpack. 
 
Europe has French speaking countries like France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Monaco 
and Switzerland, but they are not off the beaten path enough. French is spoken in 
French Polynesia, New Caledonia and Vanuatu. They are far enough off the beaten 
path, but they are small and not linked by buses or trains. 
 
It occurred to Albie that he was focusing on the wrong language. Albie grew up in 
Trail, BC which is Italian, but Italy is not off the beaten path. It is hard to get more 
on the beaten path than Italy. 
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However, Spanish opened up much more travel possibilities. Equatorial Guinea was 
out because of similar reasons for Morocco, but Latin America has many 
possibilities. 
 
No one speaks Latin in Latin America, but Spanish is prevalent. To be sure he was 
off the beaten path, with a little overkill, mind you, Albie decided to go as far South 
as possible in South America. He was often told to get lost, but no one ever told him 
to go to Patagonia3. Nobody he knew went there. Even his hero in the movies, Paul 
Newman, never went there. Butch and Sundance went to Patagonia4 in real life. They 
ran a ranch near Cholila, south of the Rio Chubut and east of the Andes. They were 
killed in Bolivia as depicted in the movie, but it ignored the Patagonian portion of 
the outlaws’ lives. Even Hollywood did not figuratively go to Patagonia. 
 
Patagonia is Chile South of the Rio Biobio and Argentina South of the Rio Colorado. 
Patagonia has the following5. 
  
 The Andes (Los Andes) 
 Icefields (campos de hielos) 
 The plains of Argentina (pampas) 
 Rugged coastlines of Chile (costas escarpadas) 
 Cape Horn (Cabo de Hornos) 
 Enough wildlife to fill several arcs of Noah. 

 
 
 
Patagonia has a homogeneous feel even though the Andes divide it into two. The 
border between Chile and Argentina is the Andes. The highest point of ice and the 
highest point of rock lead to slight discrepancies, but anybody crossing the border 
from one country into the other would be oblivious to this. However, the beauty of 
Patagonia on either side shortly becomes apparent to any traveller. Albie decided on 
the where. He would arrive in Santiago, Chile, travel through Patagonia and leave 
from Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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3.   The "Y" 
 
 
 

3.1   Cows and a Passing Train 
 
The name, Patagonia Papers, is really appropriate because of the plastic bags Albie 
carried full of his travel log notes. When Albie was on the move, he had a large pack 
on his back and a small pack of camera equipment (an SLR, two lenses, a collapsible 
tripod, batteries and a lead bag containing rolls of film) on his front. Travel is easier 
currently than it was back then because nowadays, a pretty nice camera can fit into 
a pocket. 
 
Albie had plastic grocery bags in one hand and a "it's LONELY when you are lost 
on this PLANET" guide in the other. That guide is the best one around and actually 
keeps a traveller from being lost and lonely. 
 
In Puerto Natales, a Brit came out and actually took a picture of Albie fully loaded 
as described above. Albie would have liked to have seen his own expression as he 
was staring at him and asking himself, "Can you believe that? He's taking a picture 
of me, I cannot look funny, can I?" 
 
Albie’s backpack was stuffed to the limit, and towered above his head. It also had a 
slight tilt. The internal frame of the stuff sack backpack was not high enough. Albie 
was comfortable, and the forty-five pounds of backpack looked more cumbersome 
than it actually was. Albie looked at the fellow tourist “uncomprehendingly like 
cows at a passing train.” Those words, sung by Don Henley in If Dirt were Dollars6, 
rang true. 
 
Anyways, those plastic bags had other uses. They kept his clothes dry, and they 
worked as leak proof barf bags. The reusable cloth grocery bag was not so robust. 
 
So, why did Albie pick Patagonia? Well the abundance of luxury hotels and hot 
water was not the reason. Was it the penguin conspiracy? Not entirely. Was it Saint-
Exupéry's night flight? Partially. Warm weather and being that far south in the 
Southern Hemisphere were also factors in addition to it just being off the beaten 
path. 
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3.2   The Penguin Conspiracy 
 
Albie was too young to worry about Watergate but was not born too late to report 
the penguin conspiracy (conspiración de pingüinos). Who would go to all that 
trouble to fake a bird that cannot fly? Albie did not know, but he had to find out. 
They have to be mechanical. That water is just too cold. 
 
What animal in their right mind dives into Antarctic waters? The whale is also 
suspect and could be the subject of a future study. However, whale does not start 
with the letter “P.” Penguins mechanically walk around on ice and then plunge with 
apparent relish (hold the mustard) into the icy abyss. 
 
Further proof of being man-made is the penguin’s inability to fly. Mankind often 
struggles to duplicate mother nature’s exceptional ability to get birds airborne. Man 
can obviously get objects to fly with a big enough engine or a large enough 
wingspan, but no attempt has been successful with these portly tuxedoed mechanical 
birds. 
 
Without adding wing span or a propeller, it would take a jet engine to get a penguin 
robot off the ground. Penguins would walk even more oddly with a Pratt & Whitney 
JT9D7 jet pack on their backs. 
 
Albie did not remember hearing of these birds in the Arctic, though his investigations 
are still in progress. Albie knew he would see them down South. In fact, they were 
planted as far North as a latitude of forty-two degrees South. Next there will be 
penguins in Rupert. Oops! Albie forgot, that is impossible because even penguins 
would rust in "sunny" Prince Rupert, BC. Rupert gets one hundred inches of rain a 
year8. 
 
Nevertheless, Abie wondered why these tuxedoed robots were given a P word. The 
nastiest P word of them all is politics, and there are some other bad ones, plagiarism, 
paranoia, phony, pretentious, Philistine, petroleum to name a few. 
 
When Johnny Cash sung9 that a person should not “go mixing politics with the folk 
songs of our land,” he actually meant not mixing politics with anything. While some 
may be aware that politics should certainly not be mixed with schools, science, the 
media, energy or friendships, nobody is really aware that politics stop people from 
talking about the real threat to our very existence, another P word, the penguin. 
 


