Net Zero is just Germany’s New Morgenthau Plan

January 16, 2025
Dear Editors,

| am writing to draw your attention to a concerning article by Victor Davis Hanson,
which highlights the disastrous consequences of climate-change policies. The
article describes how Germany's "green delusions” have led to deindustrialization
and economic decline.

| believe that Canadian politicians who continue to promote such destructive
policies must be rejected by the electorate. | urge you to consider the evidence
presented in Hanson's article and to raise awareness of the potential dangers of
these policies.

Sincerely,

Dr. Thorpe Watson
190 Cambridge Rd.
Trail, BC, VIR 2J1
250-368-3527
thorpe77@telus.net
Climate Reality

NET ZERO = GERMANY'S NEW MORGENTHAU PLAN = MISERY

The following must-read article by Victor Davis Hanson*** reports that "Germany
is willfully pastoralizing, disarming, deindustrializing—and destroying—itself."
He also reveals that: "Germany is doing to itself almost everything Morgenthau
once dreamed of. Its green delusions have shut down far too many of its nuclear,
coal, and gas electrical generation plants.”

Germany is not alone in its "green delusions™ of fighting a nonexistent climate
crisis. The rest of Western Civilization also appears eager to adopt NET-ZERO



policies and follow Germany down this same road to bankruptcy, grinding poverty,
and misery.

Dr. Thorpe Watson
Trail, BC



Germany’s New Morgenthau Plan
By Victor Davis Hanson***

1/13/2025

Updated: 1/14/2025

Commentary

Less than a year before the end of World War Il, then U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury Henry Morgenthau drew up a nightmarish plan to punish postwar
Germany.

After the serial 1870-1871 Franco—Prussian War, World War I, and World War
Il—along with the failed Versailles peace treaty of 1919—the Allies in World War
I wanted to ensure there would never again be an aggressive Germany powerful
enough to invade its neighbors.

When the so-called Morgenthau Plan was leaked to the media in September 1944,
at first it was widely praised. After all, it would supposedly render Germany
incapable of ever starting another world war in Europe.

Morgenthau certainly envisioned a Carthaginian peace, designed to ensure a
permanently deindustrialized, unarmed, and pastoral Germany.

Postwar Germany would have resembled something akin to the ancient, pre-
civilized frontier that the first-century historian Tacitus wrote about in his
“Germania.”

The plan would have ensured that within six months of Germany’s surrender, all of
its industrial plants and equipment were to be dismantled.

The Ruhr, the renowned center of European industrial strength, was to be
permanently neutered, starved of its energy, raw materials, and infrastructure.

After the war, the plan demanded virtual complete disarmament of Germany. Its
once-feared armed forces were to be rendered nonexistent.



There were also promised massive reductions in Germany’s borders. Various
countries, such as the Soviet Union, Poland, and France, were to be given large
slices of the old Third Reich.

Future German security would hinge only on the power and goodwill of the
victorious United States and its allies.

When the dying Nazi Party got wind of the plan, Hitler’s propaganda minister
Joseph Goebbels had a field day. He screamed to Germans that they were all
doomed to oblivion if they lost the war, even growing opponents of the Nazi Party.

Even many Americans were aghast at the plan.

Gen. George Marshall, the Army chief of staff, warned that its mere mention had
galvanized German troops to fight to the end, increasing U.S. casualties as they
closed in on the German homeland.

Ex-President Herbert Hoover blasted the plan as inhumane. He feared mass
starvation of the German people if they were reduced to a premodern, rural
peasantry.

But once the victorious allies occupied a devastated Germany, witnessed its
moonscape ruined by massive bombing and house-to-house fighting, and
discovered that their “ally” Russia’s Joseph Stalin was ruthless and hellbent on
turning all of Europe communist, the Truman administration backed off the plan.

There is a tragic footnote to the aborted horrors of the Morgenthau Plan. Currently,
Germany is doing to itself almost everything Morgenthau once dreamed of.

Its green delusions have shut down far too many of its nuclear, coal, and gas
electrical generation plants.

Erratic solar and wind “sustainable energy” means that power costs are four times
higher than on average in the United States.



Once-dominant European giants VVolkswagen, BMW, and Mercedes are now
bleeding customers and profits. Their own government’s green and electric vehicle
mandates ensure they will become globally uncompetitive.

The German economy actually shrank in 2023. And the diminished Ruhr can no
longer save the German economy from its own utopian politicians.

The German military is all but disarmed and short thousands of recruits.

German industries do not produce enough ammunition, tanks, ships, and aircraft to
equip even its diminished army, navy, and air force.

Just a few hundred miles from Germany in Ukraine, more than 1 million
Ukrainians and Russians are dead, wounded, or missing—in the costliest European
battle since the horrors of Stalingrad.

Yet the once postwar German dynamo nation now lacks the manpower, munitions,
and money to aid Ukraine in any meaningful way against an ascendant Russian
invader.

More than 1 million immigrants have entered the country illegally, the vast
majority of them from the Middle East. Many of them are hostile to European
values and culture, as recent terrorist killings have shown. One-fifth of the
population was not born in Germany.

The shrinking German people are growing angry, divided, and depressed. Their 1.4
percent fertility rate is one of the lowest in the Western world.

A tragic irony now abounds.

After World War Il, the Truman administration rejected the notion of a pastoral,
deindustrialized, and insecure Germany as a cruel prescription for poverty, hunger,
and depopulation.

But now the German people themselves voted for their own updated version of
Morgenthau’s plan—as they willingly reduced factory hours, curtailed power and
fuel supplies, and struggled with millions of illegal aliens and porous borders.
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Germans accept that they have no military to speak of that could protect their
insecure borders—without a U.S.-led NATO.

Eighty years ago, Germany’s former conquerors rejected wrecking the defeated
nation as too harsh. But now Germany is willfully pastoralizing, disarming,
deindustrializing—and destroying—itself.

Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Victor Davis Hanson

***\ictor Davis Hanson is the Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow at the
Hoover Institution; his focus is classics and military history.

Hanson was a National Endowment for the Humanities fellow at the Center for
Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California (1992-93), a
visiting professor of classics at Stanford University (1991-92), the annual Wayne
and Marcia Buske Distinguished Visiting Fellow in History at Hillsdale College
(2004-), the Visiting Shifron Professor of Military History at the US Naval
Academy (2002-3), and the William Simon Visiting Professor of Public Policy at
Pepperdine University (2010).

In 1991 he was awarded an American Philological Association Excellence in
Teaching Award. He received the Eric Breindel Award for Excellence in Opinion
Journalism (2002), presented the Manhattan's Institute's Wriston Lecture (2004),
and was awarded the National Humanities Medal (2007) and the Bradley Prize
(2008).

Hanson is the author of hundreds of articles, book reviews, and newspaper
editorials on Greek, agrarian, and military history and essays on contemporary
culture.

MORE: Victor Davis Hanson | Hoover Institution
https://www.hoover.org/profiles/victor-davis-hanson
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